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Our Mission

"To provide clients a variety of crop 
insurance risk management products 
through an informed process of needs 
analysis, education, sales and servicing, 
while maintaining the highest ethical 
standards and continuous commitment to 
the success of our clients, employees and 
companies." 
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Â Why do you Farm?
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Â Challenges, Success
Â Tools and Strategies

Â 2010 Crop Insurance Update
Â Products, Subsidies and Important Dates
Â Weatherbill
Â DSA Advantages

Â John Ross from Farmers Mutual
Â Vomitoxin issues
Â Replant Supplement

Â Mike Silver from Kokomo Grain
Â Brief Market comments



Why do you Farm?



Results from Midwest Survey
Factors Influencing Farm poll Participantsô Decisions to chose farmingé

Table 4 of  2009 Iowa State University Report

http://www.soc.iastate.edu/extension/farmpoll/2009/PM2093%20(2).pdf

Not at all 
Important

Somewhat 
Important

Very

Important

Love of Farming 2 3 14 26 55

Quality of Life 3 3 20 31 44

Could be my own boss 4 4 17 34 41

Grew up wanting to farm 4 6 15 25 49

Desire to stay close to home 10 10 24 29 27

Desire to carry on family tradition 12 11 23 21 33

My family was able to help me get started 23 9 20 24 24

Family expectations to farm 36 20 22 14 9

Farming is less stressful than other jobs 23 25 32 14 7

My spouse wanted to farm 47 17 17 11 8

Better income than other options 17 27 39 11 6

Lack of other options 41 20 25 9 5



Indiana Agriculture: The Long View The 
Resurgence of Risk in Agriculture 

Sally Thompson, Allan Gray, Mike Boehlje, and Raymond Florax from2009

The business climate and financial outlook for crop agriculture 
is favorable for the next 1 to 2 years. However the greatest 
risk to this sector is the rising cost structure of the 
industry. In this year alone, production costs for corn 
(fertilizer, seed, chemicals, etc.) have increased 58 
percent . In addition, land values and particularly land rents 
are expected to increase from 10% to 25% this year. Thus, 
while crop prices are very high, the rapid increase in costs of 
production and land are quickly eroding the increased 
margins that many producers experienced in 2007. While 
prices appear to be strong enough in the near term to offset 
the higher costs of production, the issue is the impact that 
continued rises in costs of production will have on the 
producerôs margin risk.



Indiana Agriculture: The Long View The 
Resurgence of Risk in Agriculture 

Sally Thompson, Allan Gray, Mike Boehlje, and Raymond Florax from2009 cont.

Figure 2 illustrates the impact of the structural shift 
taking place in crop agriculture and the impact it can 
have on the risk in producer margins. In the pre -
biofuels era, revenues tended to fluctuate within 
a fairly narrow band (the dotted lines around the 
revenue line) as crop prices were relatively low 
and government programs were in place to help 
stabilize prices. The costs  of production in the pre -
biofuels era were low enough that producers faced little 
risk of experiencing negative margins (variable costs 
exceeded revenue not necessarily full costs exceeding 
revenue). 


