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As we wait for this year’s planting 
season to unfold, it is natural to 
be apprehensive about what the 
future holds.  That is not only 
your lot in life as a farmer, but 
also as a person.  Forrest Gump’s 
mom says “life is like a box of 
chocolates, you never know 
what you are going to get.”  

While that is true, there are 
things you can do to increase the 
odds you will be successful in any 
given endeavor.  Hopefully you 
are following some basic (or so-
phisticated) management prac-
tices in your operations to maxi-
mize  your chances for success. 

Many important decisions have 
already been made concerning 
the ’08 crop.  How much crop did 
you already sell ahead?  Was it 
too much, or not enough or not a 
high enough price?  Did I select 
the right seed?  Am I planting the 

right mix of crops? Did I select the 
right crop or hail insurance?  

Hindsight is always 20/20  and it 
is human nature to second guess 
important decisions– especially 
when they affect your livelihood 
and your ability to provide for 
your family.  I am sure that you 
made all the best decisions you 
could with the information you 
had available at the time of that 
decision.  The point is that it does 
not serve you to look back and 
beat yourself up over prior deci-
sions.  Rather use previous mis-
takes as a learning experience 
and look forward to the future 
with an expectant attitude for 
new opportunities that are sure 
to be available in the coming 
months for those who are ready 
when they present themselves. 
Be careful this Spring and Good 
Luck!     Steve 

4/10/2008 

Corn and Bean  
Acerage Report 

 
7/15/2008 

Final Paperwork for 
Monsanto BYE 

 
7/15/2008 

CRC/GrIP Harvest 
Price Corn 

Oct. Ave. Dec. 
CBOT 

RA Harvest Price 
Corn 

Nov. Ave. 
Dec. CBOT 

 RA/CRC/GrIP Har-
vest Price Soybeans 

Oct. Ave. Dec. 
CBOT 

 2008 Crop Produc-
tion Reports Due... 

 Dec. 10th 
2008 

 End of Insurance 
(Last day to submit 
2008 claims) 

 Dec. 10th 
2008 

Important Dates 

    I don’t think I’ve ever seen farmers 
more nervous than this year,  Who 
would think that with prices this high 
we would be apprehensive.  The artifi-
cial inflation of prices due to outside 
forces and expected demand have left 
farmers very concerned.  Elevators and 
grain buyers have almost backed out 
of buying commodities beyond an 
eight month window.  Some are only 
doing basis contracts.  

I have heard that basis at harvest may 
widen to large numbers due to uncer-
tainty in the market and large margin 
calls being paid on existing contracts.  
Input costs are growing by leaps and 
bounds.  It looks like planting delays 
are already in the works with the 
weather we are having.  It doesn’t 
sound optimistic does it?  This is a 
good time to keep a cool head and 
keep abreast of events in the news, 
weather patterns and the  economy.  

Talk to people, advisers, elevators and 
try to get as much information as you 
can so you can make decisions that 
will work for you.  The weather so far 
this year, I believe, is going to be a 
precursor of things to come.  Some 
nice dry, warm spring weather would 
sure help subside our nerves!! Good 
luck Planting!  Darryl 

  

 
 
        Crop Insurance Specialists…                                        

Where are we headed? 

Contacting us... 
? Office is south. off OLD US 24E 

(now called Logansport Road)  
4301 Grand Prix Dr. 
Logansport  

? Our  mailing address :   P. O.        
Box 8, Logansport, IN 46947 

? Our  phone                            574. 
737.7467 (737.SIMS) 

? Our  Toll Free Number is     
1.888.566.7467 (566.SIMS) 

? Our web site is                    www.
dicksimsinc.com 

? Our e-mail address is              
agency@dicksimsinc.com 

“It is well to remember 
that the entire uni-
verse, with one trifling 
exception, is com-
posed of others”    
 John Andrew Holms 
 
 
   
DSA Marketing Meeting   
With Mike Silver  
Thurs Apr. 17th at 6:30 PM 
LEDF Mtg.  Rm. 310 Pearl Street 
Come & bring a friend!! 

CRC/RA/GrIP 2008 Prices... 
 

 Corn -  $5.40/ BU. 

Beans - $13.36/ BU. 

 
 



 

Mark your Calendar:  

2008 DSA Customer 

Appreciation Picnic 

Sat. July 26th, 2008  

6:00 PM –8:00 PM  

 

 

Dick Sims Agency, Inc. 
4301 Grand Prix Drive 
P. O. Box 8 
Logansport, IN 46947-0008 
 

Inside Story Headline 
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   It has been a distinct privilege and honor to work with such a pleasant, dedicated and loyal 
employee for these past 10 years. While most of us just get older, Sue Lane truly does get better 
as each year passes by.  Her attention to detail is unmatched. As most of you probably know Sue is 
married to Darryl Lane, also of the Agency. 
       Although she has lived on farms most of her life since she married Darryl,  she was born a 
city girl. Raised in Anderson, Indiana she met Darryl Lane at Ball State and they moved to 
Kewanna, Indiana shortly  after marriage.  How is that for culture shock... Anderson to Kewanna 
Indiana! She has taken to country life like the proverbial duck to water.  She now enjoys gardening, 
canning and even working with livestock! 
     Sue and Darryl now live on a small farm north of Logansport where they have raised to 
wonderful children who are both Graduates (or soon to be) of Purdue University.                          
 
Congratulations on a job well done! 
 
 
 
 
 

       
                 

                         Sue Lane marks 10th loyal year of service with Dick Sims Agency, Inc. Picnic Sat. July 14th   
6:00 PM -?? PM 
 your summer Calendar! 

Plan now to attend the  9th annual DSA Customer 
Appreciation Picnic 

    

  I’m sitting in the office today thinking 
of what lies ahead for our ‘03 crop.  The 
lack of moisture, weaker than expected 
grain prices, possible higher hog prices, 
so many uncertainties.  It could keep 
you up thinking all night.  In farming 
you don’t have the luxury to wait on 
decisions.  .  Most farmers feel even with 
higher corn prices cash flows are less 
than last year due to no LDP’S,  no con-
ter cyclical payments, not enough in-
crease in prices and  lower yields.  Many 
in the past year started selling grain on 

the first rally and feel they started sell-
ing too soon .  Past history tells us that 
consistent marketing will pay off over 
the years.  Any knee jerk reaction  to 
last year’s selling might put you in the 
same position as the previous 3 years 
(1999-2001) when opportunities 
came early. I guess what I’m trying to 
say is don’t reverse selling strategies 
just because of last year. What are the 
chances of two droughts? What are 
the chances of higher corn and bean 

prices?  Does the United States con-
trol the market prices like we did 20 
years ago? These are some of the 
thoughts that cross my mind.   

Good Luck in 2003!    

Darryl 

ought from Darryl... 

 DSA offers surplus computer equipment to our valued Clients 
 
With the addition of Curt  Maxson as the Agency’s new IT (Information Technology) expert, 
we have become aware of a huge amount of surplus or underutilized equipment laying 
around the office that still has some useful life in it.  This include laser and inkjet printers, 
CRT monitors, scanners and keyboards.  A complete listing of this equipment with 
description can be found on our web site www.dicksimsinc.com. We are pleased to offer 
this equipment to our clients for free on a first come 
first serve basis, one item per insured please, at 
least until everyone has had a reasonable amount 
of time to contact us with interest in any item.  If you 
have questions about any items please give Curt a 
call.  He can also help you determine if an item 
might work for you! 

Map of Down town Logansport to the Meeting Room 
Dick Sims Agency Spring     
Marketing Meeting   
 
Featuring Mike Silver  
Merchandiser, Kokomo Grain 
Thurs Apr. 17th at 6:30 PM 
LEDF Mtg.  Rm. 310 Pearl Street 
Refreshments Provided!! 

 


